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IIOYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY. 

PROCEEDINGS 

OF TUB 

TWRNTY-BIQIIIII ANNIVERSARY MEETING OF TUB 80CIKW, 

Held on the \7lh May, 1851. 
PROFESSOR II. II. WILSON, 

TUB DIRECTOR OF TUB SOCIETY, 

IN THE CHAIR. 



THE FOLLOWING REPORT OF THE COUNCIL 

WAS READ DY THE 1IONOUAUY SECllliTAUV : — 

Tub Report of the Council ou the operations of the lloyal Asiatic Society, 
lor the year 11160, may confidently refer to a continuance of endeavours, as 
earnest as they have ever been, on their part, to encourage and draw lot-tit 
the communication of valuable and important information on tlto history, 
literature, and science of Asia, and to render available all the means they 
possess of imparting and extending knowledge, by free access and use of 
their Library and their Collections. If those endeavours have not produced 
so largo an accession of important communications as in some previous 
years, the reason may probably be found in a cause above their control, ami 
to which, on former occasions, reference has been made, — namely, the great 
multiplication of Societies, which by too exclusive an appropriation of 
limited objects of pursuit, draw oil" to themselves contributions which 
might probably, with better ell'ect, have taken their [dace amidst the oll'er- 
ings to knowledge gathered by associations of a wider scope. This dis- 
tracting subdivision of literary and scientific pursuits, has iu some instances 
produced very defective results, even in respect of the operations of indi- 
vidual societies ; and the Council are Btrongly of opinion, that union and 
combination, rather than separate and independent action, would be found 
to promote investigation, and to strengthen, by concentrating the eiforts of 
those who are engaged in the pursuit and dill'usion of knowledge. 

Jt is with much regret that the Council have to state a heavy dispro- 
portion between the number of members lost, during tlio past year, by 
death and retirement, and those acquired by new admission. The numbers 
11)51.] b 
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of their losses are, — 1 1 Resident*, nnd 4 Non-Ilcsidcnt Mcmberst, by death, 
nml f> of the former elnss, by retirement;);, making a total of 20 Contri- 
buting Members removed from our list.— One Foreign Member has dicd§. 
The number of elections is only 3 ltcsidcnt||, and 4 Non-Ilcsidcnt Mem- 
bers^; shewing a net result of actual loss, amounting to 13 Contributing, 
mid 1 Foreign Member. 

Of the Deceased Members, no one has so strong a claim on the grateful 
remembrance of the Society, as tho Rinirr Hon. Chaiu.es Watkin Wil- 
liams Wvnn, — their first President, and their constant friend and well- 
wisher. Originally elected to the Chnlr of the Society, when President of 
the Hoard for A Hairs of India, ho consented to retain that position after ho 
had vacated his scat at the head of the India Hoard. While charged with 
those onerous duties, he was a frequent attendant at the Meetings of the 
Council, and regularly presided at the annual re-unions, always uniting, 
with the affability and dignity of his manner, the warmest interest in the 
objects of the Society's investigation and pursuit. When relieved from tho 
labours of oilier, and so long as his health pormitted, ho continued his 
ln'i|iient. attendance on public occasions. 

Mr. Wynn expressed peculiar pleasure at tho first Intimation of the 
discoveries made by Colonel Hawlinson, and frequently Inquired for tho 
further developments, to which he looked forward with keen anticipation. 
At length, his infirmities confining him to his house, he resigned the 
Presidentship, to the great regret of the Society, 

Among the names which have been read of deceased persons, that of 
('attain Nkwiiom) is entitled to special notice. 

It has seldom fallen to the lot. of the society to record the loss of a member 
whose acquirements were so varied and extensive, or who possessed at once 
so much readiness and good will to impart the results of his extensivo 
researches, — yet these were generally carried on amidst the distractions of 

* The Right. Hon. Lord Hoxley; Sir ,T. Wlllouglihy Gordon, Hart.; Henry 
S. dm-mr, Esq.; tile Right Hon. Lord Leigh; Alexander Raphael, Esq.; Sir 
Ralph Hire; Charles Roberta, Esq.; M.ijnr-Gcncral E. Wyntt; Hie Klglit J Ion. 
C W. Williams Wynn i Major O. Warburtou ; Mnjor-Oonernl Sir W. M orison, 

K.v.n. 

■f Thomas llracknii, Esq.; Dhnokjce Dndajcc ; Captain T. G. Nowhold; 
.lainiR Alexander. Esq., H.l'.S. 

t R. II. Ilnll.-uiil, K«|.5 M. Lcwiu, Esq.; S. Nicholls, Esq. ; Dr. N. Wallich ; 
T. R. Williamson, Esq. 

§ The Marquis do 1'nhnclln. 

|| Sir Rolicrt IC. Arbulhnot, Bart.; the IteV. A. I\ Moor; Lieutcnaiit-Colonel 
C. Thnnsby. 

t (3. M. II. ncrford, Esq.; P. II. Hale, Esq.; the Hon. Charles Murray; 
tho Nawab Scraj ul Mulk. 
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military <ui<l political duties, ami often under the more severe trials of com- 
bating tho languor of sickness, and the encroachments of disease. 

Captain Newbold hod in early life l>cen destined for the medical profes- 
sion by his father, an eminent surgeon at Macclesfield ; hut the oiler of a 
endctship, in 1B2B, when he had attained tho age of twenty-one, awakened 
his active mind to prospects of knowledge lo be acquired, and investigations 
to be pursued, which were eminently suited to his tastes ami views, lie 
sailed for Madras, in March of that year, and joined the 23rd or Wallajabad 
Light Infantry, in October ; and having successively passed examinations 
in Hindustani and Persian, in 111.10 and 1031, he was appointed Quarter- 
Master and Interpreter of his regiment, while yet an Knsign. 

Tho corps to which ho was attached having been Kent to Malacca, Knsign 
Newbold was soon appointed to tho command of Camilla Lingie, a frontier 
post. His residence of three years on the Malayan peninsula, which he 
i |ii it ted in llt.14, was most industriously devoted to the study of the history, 
civil and natural, and to the language and literature of the country; though 
his military duties were of a highly responsible character, and rcijuireil 
watchfulness and skill for their efficient performance. 

Itcforo i|iiil(iug Malacca, he transmitted valuable additions lot-he libraries 
anil museums of tho Asiatic Societies of Bengal and Madras, In gills of 
books, minerals, and plants. After his return to the continent of India, his 
mind appears to have been powerfully directed to geological researches,— a 
study which he never ceased to pursue, and to which some of the most 
valuable of his communications relate. 

In KM., he was elected a member of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, and a 
Corresponding Member of tho Madras Literary Society; and to each of 
these learned bodies, he imparted tho varied results of his labours in the 
Malayan peninsula, as leisure allowed him to arrange tho materials in a 
shape suited to interest and inform the public. 1'ioin 1»:!7 to IJUO, Lieu- 
tenant Newbold was actively employed, as well on the staff, as in the more 
stirring enterprise of local warfare,— in all of which he merited and received 
the recorded approbation of the Government, and the Commander-in-Chief ; 
but these unceasing duties had seriously affected his health, and lie was 
compelled to visit Kngland, on sick certificate, in HMO. 

Arriving with somewhat, ameliorated health in Kg.vp*. '•■ w:l<J impossible 
that a mind ardent like his in the pursuit of knowledge, could be satisfied 
with a superficial glance at the regions into which ho had been brought. 
Alter visiting, therefore, the most interesting relics of Kgypt, he extended 
bis researches into Arabia i'etnea, tho islands of (be jl-'.gi.-im Sea, the plain 
of Troy, and. Mount Ida ; and approached his native land through Constan- 
tinople, Greece, Italy, Spain, and Portugal, never failing, as be journeyed, 
lo collect and to record whatever of valuable information bis inquisitive 
mind could acquire, on the many topics which he was so well qualified to 

investigate. 

62 
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.Shortly after his nrrivnl in England he was elected a Fellow of tho Royal 
Society, ami was admitted n member of our own body. 

Capt. Newbold's residence in England was shortened by the general 
rccul of Indian olliecrs, after tho disastrous events at Caluil. On his way 
back he was detained in Egypt in consequence of the whole accommodation 
of the steamer having been occupied by Sir George Arthur and his suite. 
The time so left upon his hands waa zealously employed in visiting every 
spot within his reach which presented interesting features, geological or 
geographical. 

In the autumn of 1042 he was appointed by Lord Elpliinstonc, then 
Governor of Madras, to the post of Assistant Commissioner in Kurnool ; 
and whilo discharging the duties of that office, he ruptured a blood-vessel 
on the lungs, and was obliged again to leave Madras in 104/5. Ho repaired 
to I'Jgypl and Syria, where ho renewed his researches, and was particularly 
interested in the cave-temples and emerald mines of Sakeit, in tho eastern 
desert of Kgypt. His communications to the Societies in India on the 
subjects of interest to his varied talents were numerous and valuable. 

Having proceeded to Syria, ho received, while at Damascus, the diploma 
of a Foreign Member of the l'hiloinntique and Geological Societies of Paris, 
for which he had been proposed by two most distinguished Members of tho 
Institute. 

Immediately on his return to Madras, he was appoiuted to succeed Capt. 
Malcolm as Assistant to the Resident at Hyderabad, with the honourable 
intimation from (he Resident that he owed the appointment solely to his 
own personal character and merits: he had not long held this position 
when the charge of the Residency devolved upon hiin, in consequence of 
the departure of General Eraser ; and shortly after tho arrival of his tem- 
porary successor, Colonel John Low, and within six months after his ap- 
pointment to the Assistant Residency, Captain Ncwbold was compelled, by 
a return of the attack on his lungs, to quit India on sick leave for two 
years. 

Arriving at Bombay at the close of 1040, he there employed himself in 
rendering his many nnd various notes and collections available for commu- 
nication to the learned and scientific Societies of India ; and, when strength 
allowed him to move? onward, his first progress was to the Mouths of the 
Indus, and, to use the words of ft valuable communication which has fur- 
nished most of the materials of the present sketch, "he crept along the 
shore to explore Munnoora Point with o care never before bestowed upon 
it, and succeeded in finding a fresh-water deposit, which had escaped the 
notice of Vicary, and all other geologists." 

In May, lit-Jt), Captain Newbold sailed for the Persian Gulph, nnd, dis- 
embarking at IJushir, reached Shirnz "before the season of the rose had 
passed away, and the notes of the bulbul had ceased." In such proximity, 
it might well be expected that he would not forego tho opportunity of 
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enjoying a visit to Layard amidst the ruins of Nineveh, and of receiving the 
friendly welcome of ltawlinson at Baghdad. 

Partly restored in health, Cnptnin Newhold left Bussorah for Bombay, 
where ho arrived in February, HMO; and, in the following mouth, pre- 
pared to resume his duties at Hyderabad, recruiting his strength for a short 
space of time on the Mahabaleshwara Hills; and there, after returning from 
a walk on the 20th May, and while reading in his chair, he suddenly ceased 
to live, without a struggle or a pang. 

A rare combination of varied talents and powers constituted bis peculiar 
characteristic ; and to these gifts he added the most active and unwearied 
diligence, which enabled him readily to apply the energetic resources of bis 
mind to innumerable objects of interest which presented themselves in the 
wide field of his joumeyings. He was an admirable example of diligence 
in communicating to public bodies, or scientific individuals, whatever bis 
labours bad discovered that might add to the stores of scientific or general 
knowledge ; but this was not done in a spirit of vanity or ostentation, 
for to zeal, in the pursuit of his objects, he added the unpretending faith of 
a sincere Christian. 

A full enumeration of Captain Newbold's works and papers, with which 
the Society has been kindly furnished (a copy of which may be consulted 
by the Members), will strikingly exemplify the truth of tho sketch here 
given of his successful application to science, history, and language. 

Fiiamjrk Cowasjee began business as a merchant more than sixty years 
ago; and in 1705 was employed in the official duties of agent for the 
Honourable East India Company. During the whole of bis long life be 
was the zealous promoter and an earnest advocate of the improvement and 
education of his countrymen. Ho recommended at an early period the 
principle that the classes of society who arc destined to live by the work of 
their hands, should be mainly instructed in the best and most scientific 
means of performing their allotted tasks; while tho enlightening pursuits 
of literature and abstract science should form the occupation and delight of 
the possessors of wealth and leisure, or of those only among the humbler 
classes who showed especial fitness for more brilliant attainments. lie was 
a Member of the Bombay Education Board from the time when it was first 
established until within a few months of the close of bis life. Franijoe was 
also an agricultural improver; and the efforts he made with this object on 
bis estates in the neighbourhood of Bombay are said to have entitled him 
to the appellation of the Lord Leicester of India. In connection with this 
subject, an anecdote has been communicated to us by Sir Charles Malcolm, 
who relates that on the occasion of a visit paid by himself mid his laic 
brother, Sir John Malcolm, to Friimjce's agricultural establishments, Sir 
John was so much pleased with what he saw, that he tnolc from bis neck a 
gold chain, to which a handsome watch was attached, and evinced his up- 
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prohalion of the value of what his cutcrtninor was effecting l>y placing 
it on his neck. This compliment was a source of much gratification to 
l'Vomjee, who continued (<> wear the watch and chain until his death. 
Like many of the. I "arsis who hnvo devoted their lives to tho honourable 
pursuit of conuneree, Kramjeo wns h very wealthy man ; hut nhout four 
years ago his brother, llustoinjee, also a merchant, was overwhelmed with 
the commercial reverses of tho times; and the subject of this notice, with 
another hrother, Ciirseljec Cowasjcc, also a Memhcr of this Society, who 
died three years ng», becaino very deeply involved in Itustonijeo's losses, in 
consequence of their cd'orls to nssist him in his dillicultieS. 

Krainjie died in I'Vlnuory last, at the advanced ago of eighty-two, in 
circumstances greatly reduced from tho olllucnco ho had enjoyed during 
the greater portion of his life. His memory is honoured by the community 
of Bombay for his benevolence, his intelligence, and his high integrity. 

Since our last anniversary meeting great progress has been made in that 
field of discovery, the illustration of which, by the publications on the 
ancient philology of Western Asia, has, up to the present time, been almost 
exclusively left to tho Hoyal Asinlio Society, hut which, it may ho confi- 
dently predicted, will provo in tho sequel the most popular, as it will he the 
most important, of all available sources for the extension of knowledge of 
the early history of the human race. 

In continuation of Colonel ltawlinson's " Commentary," which formed 
a part of last year's journal, and which awakened the interest and curiosity 
of Europe, the Society Is now engaged in the publication of a detailed 
memoir by tho same officer on the alphabets and language of Babylonia 
mid Assyria. A considerable portion of this memoir has heen printed ; 
mid the peculiar document which forms its ground-work, and upon which 
mainly depends tho system of decj-phernicnt and interpretation adopted 
hy Colonel Kawliiisoii, is now Jaid upon the table. It is hoped that the 
document in question will not disappoint expectation. It contains all 
those portions of the llabyhniinn version of the great Bchistiiu inscription 
which are at all legible ; the Cuneiform text is accompanied by a transcript 
in Itoinau characters, and nn interlineary Latin translation, which has 
been so adjusted, as to establish tho identification with Its I'omlaii corres- 
pondent, of every single liahyloninu word throughout the inscription. 

Jlut. the Council are authorised hy the learned decyphercr himself, to 
warn the Society against, entertaining an exaggerated idea of the direct value 
of this key. Ho desires that it may not be imagined that because tho 
publication of the IVrsian text of the Itehistiiu inscription sufficed at once 
to place in the category of classical oriental science, the language of the 
Acbicmenian kings, the same end will ho attained in regard to the early 
languages of Assyria and Babylonia, hy the publication of the Semitic 
transcript. Be considers the two branches of Archaeology, represented by 
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the Cuneiform inscription. 1 ) of Persia and of Assyria, ns hardly admitting of 
a comparison. The ntiinliur of monuments of (lie Persian class is very 
limited: it embraces the period of a few years: they relate to the history 
of a single dynasty, known from nearly co temporary Cri'ek historians, and 
arc written with a very distinct and unvaried alphabet, of no great number 
of characters, in a language cognate with others well known; whereas, in 
the other cla.su, there exists a very large number of monuments, extending 
over a period exceeding a thousand years. These records arc expressed in 
dillereut dialects, with considerable variety of graphic forms, and are found 
not to be written witli an alphabet, but with u very large admixture of pho- 
noticHyllables,aud ideographic symbols; and they treat of times and dynasties 
of which we have no cotemporary intelligence from ancient historians, 
and only a few incidental notices in the sacred writing*, with hardly a 
name which can be identified. These difficulties, which are stated to 
increase with every new discovery made on the Tigris and KuphratcH, are 
fully sufficient to account for the slow advance of the publication. 

Although, however, a full understanding of the languages and character 
may not be attained without the united and persevering eiforls of many 
laborious scholars, and the lapso of many years, it is not too much to hope 
that the foundation laid by Colonel Uawlinsou will greatly facilitate the 
labours of future investigators, and lead them in the path which they must 
follow in order to reach that object. 

The Council considering that on n question of ho much interest, the 
Members of the Society would be anxious to learn what were Colonel 
llawlinson's views of the probable results to which the researches carried 
on by him seem to tend, have much gratification in laying before the 
meeting, the following sketch with which he has favoured them. 

It is found that a highly civilized nation was established on tho hanks 
of the Tigris and Euphrates, as early at least as 2000 years before the 
Christian era ; that the speech of that nation belonged to what is called the 
Semitic family of languages, not corresponding throughout its details, with 
cither Hebrew, or the Amimean, or the Arabic, but in dillereut branches of 
etymological and grammatical structure, exhibiting points of analogy with 
each of these cognate dialects. It is further ascertained, that the religion 
of ancient Assyria and Babylonia, was strictly Astral or Sabicaii ; a list 
has been obtained of more than twenty of the principal divinities; and 
efforts are being now made to identify the figure appropriated to each of 
these gods, by applying the descriptive titles and epithets, which are 
employed ill the inscriptions to the pictorial Pantheon, which is pourtrayed 
on that remarkable monument, known as " Le Caillou de Micbaux." 

The names of Be I us, of Ninus, and of Seniiiamis, are found in tho 
Pantheon, ami in the inscriptions there arc discovered notices of divine 
genealogies, from which facts it is thought inferrible that the (Ireek accounts 
of the early monarchs of Nineveh relate in reality to the Assyrian niytlio- 
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log)'. Willi regard to Assyrian history, no very positive results liavo been 
as yet arrived at. The constant recurrence of certain names in the royal 
lists is a most fertile source of confusion, and it is only l>y the multipli- 
cation of materials that it will bo possible to verify or to complete tho 

genealogies. 

Colonel Rawlinson states it to bo bis present opinion, that he was wrong 
in identifying tbo famous genealogy on the pavement slab which is in tho 
British Museum, with the immediate line of Sardanapalus, the builder of 
the north-west palace of Nimrnd. He now thinks that although this lino 
of eight kings is undoubtedly a part of the same dynasty as the groat 
S.irdanapalus of Nimrnd, it belongs to a later period of history ; and that 
the effect of this intercalation is to extend the interval that must have 
occurred between the eras of Nimrud and Khursabnd. Mr. Layard's recent 
excavations have further supplied several new royal names, and have fur- 
nished the means of assigning to the kings an approximate chronological 
position,— the result of the various accessions that have been thus mado to 
our knowledge, leads Colonel Rawlinson to conclude that we are now justi- 
fied in assuming that we havo in our hands historical documents relating 
to Assyria, which extend over a period of at least ten centuries, or from 
2(«)0 to 1000 i>. c. At the same time, our knowledge of Babylonian and 
Chalibean history has been also considerably increased. The cakes of terra- 
cotta bricks and potter)', which Imve been sent home from Lower Chaldron 
and Susiana, and notices of which have been occasionally communicated to 
the Society by Colonel Rawlinson, furnish a scries of royal names which 
belong not only to the historical House of Nabonassar, but to the dynasties 
which seemed to have previously reigned in Babylonia, contemporaneously 
with the empire of Assyria. 

It is in tho department of geography, however, that Colonel Rawlinson 
considers ;tho most complete ami satisfactory results to have been accom- 
plished. Ho declares himself now able to present an almost perfect geogra- 
phical tableau of Western Asia, from the Caspian to the Mediterranean, as 
it existed nearly four thousand years ago. He finds among the tributaries 
of the Assyrian monarch who built the palace of Khursahad, a king of 
Cadytis or Jerusalem, Knnun by name, who defeated, on the southern 
frontiers of Palestine, the armies of an Egyptian Pharaoh. The tribes of 
Mcshec nnd Tubal, as (hey arc named in Scripture, he finds to have dwelt 
at that period in Northern Syria. The central part of the province was in 
the hands of the Khetta, or Hittites, who further held the famous cities of 
Carcbemish, Bamhyco, Asbdod, and Damascus. On the sea coasts nou- 
rished the commercial ports of Tyre and Sidon, of By bios, of Ciaza, Bevy tus, 
A<re, and Aradns; and Hamath the Great was gradually rising to metro- 
politan consequence. 

All tho countries of Western Asia are described with the 6nmc geogra- 
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phical detail ; and Colonel Rawlinson thinks that lie can approximately 
identify every province and city that ia named. 

After this brief sketch of some of the leading; points connected with 
current cuneiform discovery, which Colonel llawlinson has thus enabled 
the Council to lay before the meeting, they cannot hut congratulate the 
Society upon its being the medium through which results of so remarkable 
a character are to bo communicated to the world at large. 

The accounts, which have been duly audited, show that the year's 
income has exceeded the outlay by 2!)/.; but it would bavo fallen consider- 
ably short of the expenditure if the printer's bill for 1114/., belonging to 
that period, had been brought within the account. The Council, unwilling 
to trench on the slender capital of the Society, postponed its payment till 
the beginning of the current year. The statement in the report of the 
unusually small accession of members to supply the vacancies of those who 
had contributed to the funds, leaves little hope that, without some marked 
improvement of the finances, the actual expenditure will be met in the next 
year without a salo of stock. 

The report of the auditors will be heard with much regret. The expense 
which has been recently incurred in providing better and more convenient 
accommodation for the Society, and the exertions which have been made to 
forward the work of illustration of one of the most wonderful of the dis- 
coveries made by modern industry and research — the reading of the Ciinealic 
or Arrow-headed character — might have been expected to meet with more 
of public sympathy nn<l more extensive support. The Council will give 
their best attention to the suggestions in the auditors' report. 

A new and complete catalogue of the Society's library has been prepared, 
ami lies on the table, accessible to members and visitors; but in the present 
state of the funds the Council have not deemed it expedient to print it for 
the use of the Members. 

Oriental Translation Committee. 

Since the last Annual Meeting of the Society, the Committee of the 
Oiieutal Translation Fund have printed the Second Volume of that curious 
work, the Travels of Evliya Kllendi, translated from the Turkish by the 
Itaron Ilammer-l'urgstall, of Vienna. Also the concluding portion of the 
Fifth Volume of " Haji Khalfte Lexicon Encyclop:cdicum et llihliographi- 
cuin," translated and edited by Professor G. Fliigel. Considerable progress 
has been made in the printing of the Sixth Volume; and the completion of 
this great work during the following year may be confidently anticipated. 

It was mentioned at the last anniversary that the Committee bad agreed 
to assist the publication of the " Makam.it ttl Hariri," translated from the 
Arabic by the Hcv. Theodore Preston. • This work has recently been 
delivered to the subscribers. It contains a translation of those " Makainat" 
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which appeared to All-. Preston capable of being put into an English version 
or suitable to the taste of English renders. The extreme difficulty of this 
Arabic author is acknowledged by all scholars; and a close and accurato 
rendering of his profound r.id subtle phraseology demands great industry 
and acumen. Mr. Preston has zealously applied himself to the clucidatiou 
of the difficulties attending his undertaking, and may justly be regarded as 
n careful, faithful, and successful translator. Several favourable reviews 
have appeared of Mr. Preston's able work. 

The Cominitteo have bad the pleasure to receive from Colonel Itawlinson 
an oiler of a translation from the Arabic of the great Geographical Lexicon 
of Y.-ikiil ul llumawi, entitled "Mocjani ill Haldan." This is the author 
tiiiolcd by Mr. Layaid in the Second Volume of his work on Nineveh. It 
is the intention of Colonel Rawliuson to pursue, his labours on this trans- 
lation as opportunities may permit ; and his oxtensivo knowledge of the 
Arabic language, and of ancient and modern geography, especially qualify 
him to do justice to the rare and important work of Yakut. 

Professor Unrein do Tassy has prepared for the press a third and con- 
cluding volume of his " llisloiro de In latterature Hindoo! et llindouslnui." 
The iiiiileriuls for this vohiuia nro derived, as were the two former, from 
native sources, almost entirely original. In the present volume, for the 
composition of which the learned author has consulted no fewer than eight 
original biographical works in MS., will be included n memoir on Hin- 
dustani songs, with numerous translations. 

The Committee have recently had the gratification to present to the res- 
pected Director of the Royal Asiatic Society, Professor II. J I. Wilson, the 
last remaining gold medal of thd fund, (bearing the name of King William 
J V., as patron of the institution), "in acknowledgement of his great 
learning, and important services to Oriental literature, and especially ns a 
testimony of the sense which they entertain of the merits of bis translation of 
the ' Vishnu I'uraiin,* published under the patronage of the Committee." 

The Committee has to lament the decease since the last anniversary, 
of four Members of the Fund, II.R.II. the Duke of Cambridge ; the 
lMari|uis of Northampton ; Lord Bexle.y ; and Alexander Raphael, Esq. 
It is hoped that among the patrons of Oriental literature, now names will 
be found to replace the losses tho Fund has thus sustained. And when it 
is considered that by its means, the literature of Europe, especially of 
Fnglnnd, bns been enriched by ninny vnluoble works which, It may be 
assumed, would not have been printed but for tho timely assistance afforded 
by the Fund, the stability of the institution cannot but be a matter of 
interest to Oriental scholars, and to the patrons of literature generally, 

Oriental Tacts Society. 
Tho same discouraging circumstances which affect all endeavours to 
promote a knowledge of Eastern literature and its means of study, must 
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l>e deplored by the Oriental Texts Society; mid it id from tho want of 
adequate support by public subscription, that the report of their proceed- 
ings of the last year, presents less appearance of activity than their Com- 
mittee would desire to oiler. 

Their best exertions, however, are still continued in preparing editions of 
the various works contained in their prospectus, although their funds have 
not permitted them to enter on their immediate publication. To this 
deficiency must be attributed the postponement of M. tiarcin Do Tassy's 
edition of the Mautac ut Tayr, already iu a very advanced stage of prepara- 
tion, while the various works already announced by Mr. Morlcy, are also 
making proportionate progress. Among these, the Tiirikhi Masudi, or 
history of the Ghaznawi Sultans, by Ikihakki, is likely to prove one of 
the most valuable works which have yet appeared in Persian literature, 
as containing such minutely detailed narative and biographical anecdote 
of that interesting period in the history of northern Persia and Mulioiumc- 
dan India. 



Xii ANNUA!* llBrORT OF THIS [May, 



Dr. llinl rcnil tho Auditors' Report, as follows: 

Tlic Accounts of tho Society, for the year MAO, have l>con duly audited 
Ity the undersigned, who havo to report tho correctness of the books, and 
that tho entries therein arc properly vouched and authenticated. 

£ s. d. 
The Rrcriits dming the year for Annual Subscriptions, 

Admission Fees, Compositions, and Arrears paid up, amount 

to . . 542 17 

Annual Donation from the Hon. East India Company . 210 

Dividends on £1300, 3 per cent. Consols . . . 37 17 4 

Sale of Publications . . . . . 04 2 

Balance in favour of the Society at the end of 1849 . . 

The Disiiursemrnts for 1850 were:— 
House Kent and Taxes ..... 

Fire Insurance on House (2 years) .... 

House Expenses ...... 

Salaries and Wages ...... 

Stitching the Journal and Lithography for Ditto 

Sundry Disbursements ...... 

Carpenter's and Plumber's work and Paper Hangings (Grafton 
Street) ....... 

Balance in hand on the 31st December, 1050 . ' . 

£900 9 

'1'he Receipts for Subscription, &c, during the past yenr, fall short of 
those for If 14!) by .190 1 2.?., notwithstanding the amount from the sale of 
publications bos slightly increased; and although the balance in hand be 
somewhat larger than that shown on the 31st December, 1349, it would 
have been entirely swallowed up by the expenses of printing, engraving, 
and lithography for (he Journal, Part II., Vol. XII., had the same been 
brought to account for the year under review. The financial affairs of tho 
Society cannot therefore be deemed to be in a flourishing condition ; and 
without estimating the probable expenses of printing and lithography for 
the next number of the Journal, there will only be a small (if any) balance 
in favour of the Society at the end of 1051. 



£054 14 





111 C 


3 


£900 


9 


311 9 





11 5 





(10 19 


5 


200 2 





5(1 11 





54 10 


5 


£777 3 10 


41! 15 


11 


£1125 19 


9 


140 1 






1851.J ItOYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY. xiii 

The Audi tors in presenting this report must call attention to the above 
very serious state of the tinauccs ; it being evident that the expenses 
annually will very soon exceed the income; and unless something he done 
to remedy this state of matters, the Society must cease to publish its trans- 
actions, and thus bring to a closo its usefulness. The payment of an admis- 
sion fee in addition to the annual subscription by resident Members, 
prevents many learned and distinguished individuals in this country from 
enrolling themselves in the lists of the Society, who would otherwise bo 
disposed to do so; and the Auditors would therefore recommend the aboli- 
tion of the Entrance Fee as a measure calculated to bring to its ranks many 
who by their intellectual energies and exertion might extend the labours of 
the Society, and add to its finances by their contributions. The character 
and constitution of the Society would then probably be no longer limited 
to mere Orientals, and wc might realize the expectation expressed by Sir 
George Staunton on a former occasion, that in order to carry out all the 
purposes for which it was instituted, its numbers would he recruited from 
the community at large in this country, and the professed Orientalists 
belonging to it would be out-numbered by those who had no eastern tic or 
connexion whatever. 

The Society, in investigating the literature and sciences of Asia, while 
adhering, in tho papers read at its monthly meetings, to the geography, 
palieugraphy, philology, mythology, history, and arts of the Kast, might 
greatly increase its usefulness by extending its researches to Oriental ethno- 
logy, natural history, and geology. Connected with a probable increase of 
pecuniary and literary contributors on this head, by the addition of non- 
resident members, temporarily absent from the Fast in this country, the 
Auditors deem it right to recommend to the Society the adoption of a plan 
for carrying out during its Sessional Sittings a series of evening lectures 
on some of the more interesting and popular subjects of Oriental research. 

Further, this Society, in having extended the national literary and 
scientific character by the publication of Major Itawlinson's Alphabets and 
Headings of the Nineveh Monuments and Inscriptions, which now adorn 
the hails of the British Museum, has no inconsiderable claim on the literary 
gratitude of this country; and the Auditors would therefore recommend 
that, while the French Government have done so much by pecuniary aid 
to promote researches of this kind, this Society should apply to Govern- 
ment for a small Parliamentary grunt for this specific object. 



James Biui>, M.D.,1 .«„,/,,,„, „„ ,v,»ri 
John Jlurr, / "-> '*' * wir '*- 

Jamus Fekousson, (^a;" 1 
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After the rending of the foregoing Reports, Major-General Dr u. 
Moms moved — 

" That the Report of the Council be received nnd printed, together with 
thnt presented by the Auditors, who are entitled to the best thanks of the 
Society for their valuable remarks on the state of the finances." 

This motion was seconded by James Ewing, Esq., and carried unani- 
mously. 

The Chairman then proposed for the consideration of the meeting the 
modification of Art. XXXV. of the Society's Regulations, which had been 
recommended by the Council in these words — 

" That with a view to induce a greater number of persons to become 
Members of the Society, the Admission Fee of Five Guineas be abolished." 

'''After some discussion, in the course of which Colonel Sykcs, the Right 
Hon. Holt Mackenzie, nnd Colonel Rawlinson, spoke in favor of tho 
modified rule, nnd Mr. Bland against it; the question was put from tho 
Chair that the proposed modification bo adopted, which was carried by a 
largo majority. 

l)n. J. Bird moved — 

" That the thanks of the Meeting be offered to II. II. Wilson, Esq., for 
the important benefits he confers upon the Society, by discharging the 
duties of Director, and for taking the Chair on the present occasion. 

Seconded by General De la Motte, and carried unanimously. 

James Atkinson, Esq. moved, and J. Ferousson, Esq. seconded tlio 
motion — 

" Thnt the thanks of the Society are due to the President, (whoso 
absence, occasioned by tho indifferent state of his health, is greatly re- 
gretted); and to the Vice-Presidents and Council, for their services on 
behalf of the Society." 

Carried unanimously. 

Sir G. Staunton returned thanks for himself and collengues. 

George Forbes, Esq,, moved — 

" That the thanks of the Meeting bo given to the Officers of the Society, 
the Treasurer, Librarian, and Honorary Secretary, for their continued and 
valuable services to this Institution." 

This motion was seconded, nnd carried unanimously. 

The Meeting then proceeded to Ballot for the Council and Officers for 
the ensuing year. R. II. Solly, Esq., was appointed Scrutineer of the Ballot ; 
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at the close of which tho Chairman announced tluit the Officers of the 
preceding year were re-elected, and that the under-mentioned gentlemen 
were unanimously elected to form tho Council :—J nines Atkinson, Esq.; 
Nathaniel Bland, Esq.; Beriah Ilotlield, Esq.; Dr. James Bird; Captain 
W. J. Eastwick ; James Fcrgiisson, Esq.; George Forbes, Esq.; John 
llult, Esq.; Sir Thomas Herbert Haddock ; Hear- Admiral Sir Charles 
Malcolm; W. II. Morlcy, Esq.; II. T. Prinsep, Esq.; L. H. lieid, Esq.; 
William Strachey, Esq.; and Lieut.-Coloucl W. 11. Sykes. 
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